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ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-12 ISO-OO SS-15 SP-02 H-01 

INR-10 CIAE-00 PA-01 SSO-OO INRE-00 NSCE-00 /066W 

008109 091656Z/64 

P 091620Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TORUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1 169 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY WEQ 

CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 1547 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORT, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: APPROACH TO FRONT LINE STATES 

REF: LIBREVILLE 1541 

1 . AS REFTEL, FRENCH, FRG AND AMERICAN AMBASSADORS MADE 
REQUESTED DEMARCHE TO PRES BONGO LATE AFTERNOON JUNE 8. 

2. BONGO'S REACTION CENTERED CHIEFLY ON SOUTH AFRICAN 
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS WHICH HE SEEMED SEE NO HARM IN, 

CONSIDERING PRINCIPLE OF REGISTRATION AS INTEGRAL STEP ALONG 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LIBREV 01547 091654Z 

PATH TO INDEPENDENCE. AFTER RATHER LENGTHY EXPLANATIONS 
OF WHY FIVE FELT THAT UNILATERAL ACTION BY SOUTH AFRICAN 
IN REGISTERING COTERS WOULD BE LESS THAN HELPFUL, BONGO 
FINALLY TOLD AMBASSADORS THAT WE COULD REPORT THAT HE 
FAVORED REGISTRATION OF VOTERS SO LONG AS IT WAS CONSONANT 
WITH PROPOSALS OF FIVE AND WITH UN PRESENCE. 
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3. AS DISCUSSION PROGRESSED, IT WAS CLEAR THAT WHAT WAS 
BOTHERING BONGO WAS ONCE AGAIN SWAPO WHICH HE SEES AS 
POTENTIAL INSTRUMENT FOR INCREASED SOVIET/CUBAN INTERVENTION 
IN AFRICA. HE RECOGNIZED ONCE MORE FUTILITY OF SOME 
KIND INTERNAL SETTLEMENT THAT WOULD RISK CREATION OF 
ANOTHER UNRECOGNIZED BANTUSTAN, BUT IF A SOLUTION COULD 
BE WORKED OUT THAT WOULD SOMEHOW EXCLUDE SWAPO, BONGO WOULD 
NOT BE DISPLEASED TOO MUCH.TIENKEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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